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UNPACKING THE 2018 ELECTIONS

In the parliamentary elections of 2018, over 350,000 Lebanese were
registered to vote in North 2 (Tripoli, Dannieh, and Minnieh). Eleven
seats are assigned to this district: Eight Sunni, one Alawite, one Greek
Orthodox, and one Maronite." North 2 has a low degree of confessional
fragmentation, with Sunnis representing over 80% of registered voters in
each of the districts. Eight lists competed, with a total of 75 candidates.
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WHO VOTED?

Turnout in North 2 was 43%, lower than the national average of 49%. It was
much lower in Tripoli than in the other districts: 39%, compared to 51% in
Dannieh and 49% in Minnieh. Participation rates varied across confessional
groups: Sunnis had the highest turnout (45%), followed by Alawites (32%), and
Greek Orthodox (29%), while Maronites had the lowest one (24%).% In line with
these variations, a higher prevalence of Sunnis in a cadaster was associated
with higher turnouts, while a higher prevalence of Christians was associated
with lower ones. Beyond this, turnouts tended to increase as the level of
confessional homogeneity in a cadaster increased.?
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WHO WON?

Three of the eight lists won seats. The Future Movement (FM) list won 36% of
the votes and five Sunni seats: Three in Tripoli (Mohammad Kabbara, Samir
Jisr, and Dima Jamali)*, one in Dannieh (Sami Fatfat), and the seat in Minnieh
(Osman Alameddine). The second list, Azm, won 29% and four seats in Tripoli:
One Sunni (Najib Mikati), and the Alawite (Ali Darwish), Greek Orthodox
(Nicolas Nahas), and Maronite seats (Jean Obeid). The third list, formed by
Faisal Karami,®> won the remaining Sunni seats in Tripoli (Faisal Karami) and
Dannieh (Jihad al-Samad).

HOW DID EACH CONFESSIONAL GROUP VOTE?

There were variations in preferences for lists across confessional groups.
The FM list managed to capture the highest share of the Sunni vote.
However, the preferred candidates among Sunnis in Tripoli and Dannieh
were from other lists: Mikati (Azm, Tripoli), and al-Samad (Karami's list,
Dannieh). All other confessional groups gave the highest share of their vote
to Karami's list, which was the least successful of the three winning lists
among Sunnis. High support for Karami's list among Alawites was driven by
support for Ahmad Omran (Alawite, independent), who overall ranked first
among the group. Regarding Greek Orthodox and Maronites, their support
for this list was driven mostly by support for Rafli Diab (Greek Orthodox,
Marada, Tripoli), and al-Samad. Mikati's list, Azm, was most popular among
Alawites, who gave a high share of their vote to Darwish (Alawite). The list
also came close to ranking first among Greek Orthodox voters.
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WHO WERE THE MAIN WINNERS AND LOSERS
OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM?

Due to the mixed proportional representation law and the confessional
system, candidates who receive the highest number of votes do not always
win. Under a fully representative system, there would be significant changes
in the results. Winners Jamali (Sunni, 2,066 votes), Obeid (Maronite, 1,136
votes), and Nahas (Greek Orthodox, 1,057 votes) would lose to Rifi (Sunni,
5,931 votes), Taha Naji (Sunni, Karami's list, 4,152 votes), and Omran (Alawite,
Karami's list, 2,794 votes). There would therefore be nine Sunni and two
Alawite winners, and no Greek Orthodox or Maronite winners.

DID VOTERS VOTE FOR CANDIDATES OF THE SAME CONFESSION?

In Tripoli, where represented voters could choose candidate from any
confession, 93% voted for a co-confessional candidate. There were large
variations across confessional groups: 94% of Sunnis, 85% of Alawites, 61%
of Greek Orthodox, and only 37% of Maronites® chose a co-confessional
candidate.” Maronite voters had a high preference for Greek Orthodox
candidates, with a high share voting for Diab (19%, Marada) and Nahas
(13%).

HOW DID WOMEN CANDIDATES PERFORM?

The eight women candidates received 2.6% of all votes (3,603 votes). Seven
women ran in Tripoli, where they won 4% of votes, with 2% going to winner
Jamali (2,066 votes). One woman ran in Dannieh and only obtained 5 votes,
while no woman ran in Minnieh. Women voters voted significantly more for
women candidates: 3% compared to 2% of men in total, and 5% compared
to 3% of men in Tripoli.? Across confessional groups, the preferred women
candidates were co-confessional ones: 69% of Sunnis who voted for a
woman chose Jamali, 98% of Alawites chose the Alawite candidate Layla
Chahoud (independent on FM list), and 89% of Greek Orthodox chose Greek
Orthodox candidate Farah Issa (Kulluna Watani).?

HOW DID EMERGING POLITICAL GROUPS PERFORM?

Two independent lists ran in North 2. The first one, Kulluna Watani, received
nearly 2% of votes (2,680 votes). The list was significantly more successful in
Tripoli, where it received 2.6% of votes, compared to 0.9% in Dannieh and
0.4% in Minnieh. The majority of votes it received went to two candidates:
Yahya Mawloud (909 votes) and Issa (452 votes). The second independent
list’ received only 0.3% of votes (448 votes), with most of these going to
Jamal Badawi (258 votes, Tripoli). No other candidate in the list received
more than 50 votes.

ARE THERE ANY SIGNS OF IRREGULARITIES?

There are some signs of irregularities in North 2. First, turnouts tended to
decrease as the size of the polling stations increased. Previous evidence
shows that polling stations with fewer voters are more attractive for
politicians buying votes given that it's easier to monitor voters' choices."
Looking at the performance of each list shows that Karami's tended to
receive a higher share of votes in smaller polling stations. Moreover,

both Karami's and FM's lists received a significantly higher share of votes
in stations that had very high turnouts, which could suggest pressure to
vote through vote buying. These results could also point at ballot stuffing
as adding ballots for a list would increase both turnouts and votes for
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this list.”> One way to detect ballot stuffing is to look at the distribution in
the last digits of votes for a list. Normally, if there was a lack of fraud, this
distribution of last digits should be uniform, i.e. each last digit should have
an equal chance to appear (10%)."> However, in Tripoli, the last digits in the
number of votes for the FM and Karami's list deviated from the uniform
distribution, which might suggest some ballot stuffing on their part.
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