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BEIRUT 2 UNPACKING THE 2018 ELECTIONS

LCPS Swldlgiillisell|n the parliamentary elections of 2018, over 350,000 Lebanese were
for Policy Studies registered to vote in Beirut 2. The district has 11 seats: Six for Sunnis,
y two for Shias, and one each for Greek Orthodox, Druze, and Protestants.
“As part of its mission to inform . . . . .
the larger public and advocate for  BEITUt 2 has a relatlvely high degrge qf confessional fragmentat}on,'
electoral reform, LCPS is assessingthe  although Sunnis represent the majority of voters. As many as nine lists

outcome of the 2018 Lebanese parlia- ; P . .
mentary election focusing primarity  COMPeted in the district, with a total of 83 candidates.

on voters’ behavior and choices as
well as the campaign discourse and

strategies of political actors.” } REGISTERED VOTERS AND ALLOCATED SEATS BY CONFESSION IN BEIRUT 2
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WHO VOTED?

Turnout in Beirut 2 was 41%, lower than the country average of 49%. There
were significant variations in turnout across confessional groups. Shias and
Sunnis, followed by Druze, were significantly more likely to vote (between 46%
and 41%). All Christian voters had a much lower turnout, with between 25%
and 15% of Greek Orthodox, Maronites, and Greek Catholics voting, and only
12% of Christian minorities and 9% of Armenian Orthodox doing so." There
were also geographical disparities in turnout across cadasters. For example,
turnout in Mina El Hosn (24%) was almost twice as low as that in Mazraa
(46%). These variations are partly due to the confessional composition of each
cadaster: Those with a lower share of Sunni and/or Shia voters tended to see
lower turnouts.

WHO WON?

Three of the nine competing lists managed to win seats.? Each of the winning
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The winn.

parties won the seats of the confession they represent. The Future Movement
(FM) won four Sunni seats, which went to Saad Hariri, Nohad Machnouk, Rola
Tabsh, and Tammam Salam (affiliated). The Greek Orthodox seat also went
to FM-affiliated Nazih Najem. The other two Sunni seats were won by Adnan
Traboulsi (Al-Ahbash) and Fouad Makhzoumi (National Dialogue Party [NDPJ).
Amin Chirri (Hezbollah) and Mohammad Khawaja (Amal) won the Shia seats,
Faysal Sayegh (Progressive Socialist Party [PSP]) won the Druze seat, and
Edgard Traboulsi (Free Patriotic Movement [FPM]) the Protestant seat. There
were strong signs of party loyalty, as well as large variations in preferences
for political parties across confessional groups: FM was the main party
among Sunni voters, PSP among Druze voters, and Hezbollah among Shia
voters. However, the Greek Orthodox and minority Christian votes were split
between different parties.

WHO WERE THE PREFERRED CANDIDATES AMONG EACH
CONFESSIONAL GROUP?

Only a few candidates managed to win over 1% of each confessional group's
vote. Among Shias, an overwhelming majority voted for Hezbollah candidate
Chirri (61%), while most of the remaining of their vote went to Amal
candidate Khawaja (21%). Similarly, Druze voted mostly for PSP candidate
Sayegh (65%). The eight FM and affiliated candidates received the majority
of the Sunni vote, with Hariri ranking first by a significant margin (21%).
Traboulsi (Al-Ahbash) ranked second (12%), while Salam (FM-affiliated) and
Makhzoumi (NDP) followed, with 10% of Sunnis’ preferential vote, each.
Among Greek Orthodox and minority Christian voters, however, the votes
were highly fragmented. Greek Orthodox voters voted mostly for Najem
(27%, FM-affiliated), followed by Khalil Broumana (20%, independent on
NDP list), Traboulsi (14%, FPM), and Zeina Majdalani (11%, Kelna Beirut).
Regarding minority Christian voters, most voted for Traboulsi (28%), Najem
(16%), and Broumana (10%).

WHO WERE THE MAIN WINNERS AND LOSERS
OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM?

Given the confessional allocation of seats, candidates who receive the highest
number of votes do not always win. Were seats allocated to the most voted
for candidates, FM would win two additional seats, which would go to Sunni
candidates Rabih Hassouna (5,825 votes) and Zaher Eido (2,510 votes). In
addition, Sunni candidate Imad Hout from Jama'a al-Islamiyah would also

win a seat (3,938 votes). On the other hand, PSP candidate Sayegh (1,902
votes), FM-affiliated Najem (2,351 votes), and FPM candidate Traboulsi (1,919
votes) would lose. This means that there would be nine Sunni and two Shia
winners, with no seat being obtained by Greek Orthodox, Protestant, or Druze
candidates.

DID VOTERS VOTE FOR CANDIDATES
OF THE SAME CONFESSION?

In Beirut 2, 87% of voters gave their preferential vote to a co-confessional
candidate. However, there were significant variations across sects:* Sunni,
Shia, and Druze voters were significantly more confessional than others,
giving between 84% and 89% of their preferential vote to a co-confessional
candidate. By contrast, 63% of Greek Orthodox voters, and only 40%

of minority Christian voters did so, with the latter casting most of the
remaining of their votes to a Greek Orthodox candidate (33%). Moreover,
each candidate received a higher share of their votes from their co-
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confessional voters. This is despite the fact that there was a much larger
number of Sunni and Shia voters than from other confessional groups.

} VOTES FOR CO-CONFESSIONAL CANDIDATES IN BEIRUT 2
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HOW DID WOMEN CANDIDATES PERFORM?

There were 19 women candidates in Beirut 2, and altogether, they obtained
7.6% of votes. All lists but the one formed by Hezbollah, Amal, and FPM

had women running, and one, Rola Tabsh, won with 4.8% of preferential
votes. Compared to men, women gave a significantly higher share of their
vote to women candidates (almost 9% compared to 6%).* There were large
variations in support for women candidates across confessional groups,
with all Christians voting significantly more for women, compared to Shias,
Sunnis, and Druze.® There were also variations in the success of each
woman candidate across confessional groups: 79% of Sunni voters who
voted for a woman candidate chose Tabsh, 70% of Greek Orthodox who
voted for a woman chose Majdalani, and 61% of Druze chose Zeina Mounzer
(independent on the NDP list). Christian minorities were divided between
Majdalani and Nihad Yazbek (Kelna Beirut, 74% combined), while Shias

had the most fragmented vote - with Neemat Badreddine (independent)
being the most successful (20%), and the remaining of their vote being split
between all four women on the Kelna Beirut list. Beyond this, the most
successful woman among all groups was a co-confessional one.

HOW DID EMERGING POLITICAL GROUPS PERFORM?

A list formed by emerging political actors, Kelna Beirut, received a little over
4% of votes. The list was more successful among women, receiving 4.2%

of their vote, compared to 3.7% of men'’s vote. There were large variations
across confessional groups. The list was most successful among Christian
voters, obtaining over 10% of their votes, while it obtained less than 5% of
any other confessional group’s vote. Beyond these variations, Kelna Beirut
had the most diverse constituents. Interestingly, all candidates on the list
performed better among their co-confessional voters. The percentage of votes
for the list was over twice higher among diaspora voters: 8.9% compared to
4.2% among residents.
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